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KATUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL       
Carter Street,  Katunga. 3640.      

Tel No: 03 5864 6365    
e-mail:  katunga.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au            website:  www.katungaps.vic.edu.au 

WELCOME 

On behalf of the Staff and School Council I welcome you and your child to Katunga Primary 
School. 

We believe that all of us, working together, will achieve the best possible education for your 
child. 

We trust that the information provided in this booklet will help you to understand and  
appreciate the school’s policies and procedures.  If there is something that is not clear, or  
you require further information, please do not hesitate to call the school. 

Yours sincerely 
Natalie Hopcroft 
Principal 
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Shared Purpose 

The school’s shared moral purpose was achieved through consultation with teachers, parents and 
the children at the school.  The aim of this statement is to articulate shared goals, values and a 
vision for the school.  The direction the school takes and the decisions made at a school level are 
arrived at through referring to our shared understandings that are articulated in the following 
statement:  
Katunga Primary School recognises the individuality of every person with regard to their           
personalities, learning needs and learning styles.  Every person will be given the opportunity to 
develop their potential through high levels of engagement and the highest quality teaching and 
learning programs.  We will develop the individual to become life-long learners and to be valuable 
members of, and contributors to, their communities and society. 
 
School communities are often challenged to articulate their goals and the vision they have for 
their school.  Fundamentally, we must always put the interests of the child at the centre of        
decisions made within the school.  We recognise that children are the most significant component 
of a school and that every individual child’s welfare is of paramount importance.  We must ensure 
that decisions made within the school are arrived at in light of justice, fairness,  transparency,  
reasonableness and respect.   
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PROFILE 

Katunga Primary School was rebuilt in 2010 
as part of the Rural Replacement Program 
and the children and staff now work in brand 
new facilities. 

The design of the learning spaces provides 
flexibility for the teachers for curriculum de-
livery and caters for the learning needs of 
each and every student. 

Katunga Primary School has an enrolment  
of around 90 children and is situated  
10 km north of Numurkah. The school was         
established in 1952 and services the 
Katunga community and the farming     
families in the surrounding area. 

The school is serviced by buses that cover a 
wide network of roads, enabling families in 
the surrounding area to transport their chil-
dren to and from the school free  
of charge. The school playground is  
expansive and features adventure  
playgrounds and access to extensive  
sporting facilities including an irrigated 
school oval and synthetic grass tennis,  
netball and basketball courts. 

The school places an emphasis on high  
levels of parent participation in all aspects  
of school life. We believe that all of us, 
working together, will achieve the best  
possible education for your child. The  
School Council responsibly oversees the  
running of the school and ensures the  
teachers have the resources and facilities  
to provide quality educational programs  
for the children. 

Katunga Primary School provides a  
harmonious and happy learning environment 
where children are cared for and treated 
with respect. The programs at the school 
provide a broad and challenging curriculum 
that enables all children to learn at their 
own pace and to achieve their academic and 
social potential. 

Katunga Primary School offers an exciting 
and challenging curriculum for the  
children featuring: 

• Readers / Writers Workshop 

• Information Technology embedded into 
the curriculum 

• Quest Learning Program 

• Music Lessons available 

• Specialist Art / Craft Program 

• Whole School Emphasis on English  
and Mathematics 

• Specialist Physical Education Program 

• Literacy and Numeracy Support 

• Incursions / Excursions each Term 

• Sport program including swimming, 
interschool sport and athletics 

 

 

 

The teachers at Katunga PS promote the 
academic and social development of the 
children under their guidance and work 
hard to ensure that all children have the 
opportunity to reach their potential 
through high levels of student              
engagement. 

 



ABSENCE FROM 

SCHOOL 

A written note or telephone  
message is required for each  
absence of a child.   

Parents must comply with this  
requirement as the attendance rolls are 
open to scrutiny by the School Attendance 
officer.  The notes/telephone messages 
simply explain the absence but may not 
be considered justified by the Officer.  
Repeated shopping days, baby-sitting 
days, recovery from late nights etc., are 
considered as unjustified absences, and 
the Principal is required to report these  
to the Attendance Officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
It is very important that children  
attend regularly if they are to gain the 
maximum benefit from the education  
provided but children who are ill must be  
kept at home.  Their comfort and the  
welfare of fellow students is of paramount 
importance and the best place for a sick 
child is in the care of their parents. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BUS 

All bus travellers are required to maintain 
a high standard of behaviour. 
Bus routes and times are reviewed peri-
odically and current details are supplied 
to all families.  A bus roll is kept for the 
afternoon trips and it is important to noti-
fy the school if there is a variation to nor-
mal practice, eg. sports practice, picked 
up by parent, etc. 

New bus travellers must complete an 
“Application to Travel” form and lodge 
this with the school.  A signed contract 
agreeing to the conditions of bus travel 
must accompany the application.  Only 
authorised bus travellers may travel on 
the school bus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 

The local community is most welcome to 
make use of equipment owned by the 
school.  Charges basically cover costs.  
Services include photocopying, laminat-
ing, and the use of a portable P.A. sys-
tem. 
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KATUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL—ABSENCE NOTE  
(Please Print) 

 
Dear _______________________________ 
 
As the parent / guardian of __________________________ 
 
Grade __________, I wish to advise that the absence on 
 
______________________ was due to ________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Signed: _______________________________ 
 



CHANGES OF 

CLOTHING 

We keep on hand a small 
supply of clothing for loan 
to children on those occasions when a 
change of clothing is necessary. 

Please note that this clothing is only on 
loan, and should be returned to school as 
soon as possible after laundering.  We  
always appreciate any donations of clothes 
for this purpose. 

 

COMPLAINTS 

All approaches by parents regarding any 
matter of dissatisfaction should first be 
made to the Principal of the school. 

 

 

CURRICULUM  

PLANNING DAYS 

Each year government schools are  
provided with four student-free days for 
professional  
development, school planning and admin-
istration, curriculum  
development, and student  
assessment and reporting  
purposes. The first day of  
Term 1 is a student-free day in all govern-
ment schools to allow for  
appropriate planning to take place for the 
arrival of students.  
The remaining three student-free days are 
determined by each individual school.   
Parents will be advised well in advance as 
children do not attend school on such days. 
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DENTAL SERVICE 

The Goulburn Valley Dental 
Services situated at Goulburn 
Valley Health Shepparton  
offers dental care to all  
primary school children.   
Appointments are made by 
contacting the Goulburn Valley 
Dental Service on 

5832 3006 
between 8.30am and 5.00pm 

Dental services are free for concession 
card holders and $27.50 for other families. 

Goulburn Valley Dental Service also offers 
the following programs. 

Early Childhood Oral Health Program 
for 0-5 aged children; the fees are free for 
concession card holders and $27.50 for 
other families 

Youth Dental Program for Year 7-12  
children with or a dependant of a Health 
Care or Pensioner Care Card, the fees are 
free for concession card holders. 

Community Dental Program for adults 
with a Health Care or Pensioner Care Card 
- there are fees and waiting lists associated 
with this program please ring for more  
information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY  

INFORMATION 

Parents are asked to complete the 
“Emergency Contact” section on the  
Enrolment form so that in the case of an 
emergency, someone in authority can be 
contacted.  It is important that this  
information is kept up to date and it is up 
to parents to contact the school when 
changes to this information occur, eg. 
change of address, change of telephone 
no., change of contact person, etc. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY OR  

ILLNESS 

Should your child become ill or have an  
accident at school, we will use the following 
procedure: 

1.   See to the well-being of  
 the child.  If, in the opinion 
 of the school, this requires 
 URGENT medical advice, we 
 will obtain it. 

2. Inform you of the accident/illness and 
the action we have taken, and if  
desirable, request that you make  
arrangements to collect the child from 
school. 

 

 

 

 

HATS 

Children are required to wear an approved  
broad-brimmed hat during terms 1 and 4 
for all  
outside activities.  This  
policy is implemented for the well-being of 
the children.  

Hats are available for purchase at the 
school for the cost price of $8.00 

All Foundation students are given a hat at 
enrolment. This is a gift from the school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH 

1. Head Lice:   

Most Victorian schools at 
some time, have  
children with head lice. The 
insects are about 2mm long 
and lay their eggs (nits) on 
hair close to the scalp,  
particularly at the back of the neck and be-
hind the ears.  Eggs are about 1mm in 
length and are cemented to the hair.  Par-
ents are urged to check their children’s hair 
regularly, and, if lice are found, to notify 
the Principal and seek treatment.   

The Principal has the right to exclude  

children infested with head-lice until the 

child has been treated. 

Katunga employs a person to carry out 

head lice checks during the school year. 

If necessary they can treat any head lice 

following Parental / Guardian consent. 

 

 

 

2.  School Medicals:  Each year the  
  School Medical Service visits the  
  school to conduct health  
  examinations. 

  -    the nurse will carry out health 
  examinations on all Foundation     
children; 

    -    carry out screening tests on any 
  children referred by teachers  
  because of a suspected health  
  problem. 

 -    check on the progress of children 
 found to have a health problem  
 during the last School Medical  
 Service visit. 
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KATUNGA KIDS ARE 

FRIENDLY KIDS 

Positive behaviours are recognised and  
rewarded through the Katunga Kids are 
Friendly Kids program.   

The values of Courtesy, Respect,  
Co-operation and Responsibility are  
emphasised and children from each grade 
are presented with weekly certificates for 
displaying these characteristics. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY 

Each Classroom has it own 
class library. Children are 
allowed to borrow books at 
any time. Each Fortnight the 
MARC (Mobile Area Re-
source Centre) visits  and all 
students have a formal li-
brary lesson and can borrow 
from the van 
 

 

LIBRARY VAN 

The Goulburn Valley Regional Library 
Van visits every second Friday from 
11.30 am till approximately 1.00 pm. 

Parents and community members are  
welcome to access the Library Van during 
these times.  The Goulburn Valley Regional 
Library provides a wide range of literature 
for children and adults.  The van is located 
near the school’s office on designated days 

 

Fruit break 

 

All classes have a fruit 
break/snack during the 
morning session. Cut 
up fruit/veggie sticks 
need to be packed in 
lunch boxes for this 
each day 

 

 

 

 

 LUNCHES 

Children having lunch at 
school eat their lunches  

under teacher supervision.  

The Katunga Store prepares 
lunches upon request and lunch  order 
forms are available from the school.   

Children are not permitted to have chewing 
gum at school and parents are asked not to 
supply their children with lollies and drinks 
with high sugar content during school time.     

Fresh fruit is available at school for every 
child, free of charge, on a dai-
ly basis.   

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Lost property is collected and 
named articles are returned to children.   

Anything that is unnamed is kept at the 
school.  Parents and students are urged to 
keep checking lost property, for any miss-
ing items.   

It is in the parents’ interest to see that 
all items brought to school are NAMED.  
A great deal of the teacher’s time can be 
lost in looking for lost articles. 

 

MONEY AND  

VALUABLES 

All money or cheques should be enclosed  
in an envelope.  The child must always 
hand this envelope to his teacher or to the  
General Office at the start of school day.   

Children should not leave money in bags or 
carry it about with them during the day.  
Money or valuable items should be stored 
in the office and will be returned to the 
child at the end of the school day. 
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

‘Contact’ means child of school age or pre-
school age living in the same house as the 
patient, ‘patient’  
includes carrier and ‘school’ includes any 
preschool centre, kindergarten, primary 
school or post primary school.  A patient 
or contact shall be  prevented from at-
tending school unless conditions specified 
on the following website are complied 
with. 
 
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/
public-health/infectious-diseases/
school-exclusion/school-exclusion-
table 



PLAYGROUND  

SUPERVISION 

Teachers are timetabled onto yard duty to 
supervise the children in the playground 
throughout the week.  Yard duty sessions 
begin at 8:45am, continue through recess 
and lunchtime and finish when the children 
are checked off onto the bus in the        
afternoon. 

We have a huge playing area at the school 
and to enable the staff to supervise the 
grounds adequately, some areas are out of 
bounds. 

 

PROTECTIVE   

CLOTHING 

All pupils should have an old shirt 
or similar garment to use as a 
smock when they are engaged in 
art /craft activities.  A clean one 
at the start of each year is most 
desirable. 

 
 

PUPIL REPORTS AND  

INTERVIEWS 

An interview for all parents is 
scheduled for term 1 and term 
3 to discuss your  child’s gen-
eral progress and identify any 
concerns which may be apparent at this 
time.   
However we encourage parents to come to 
school at any time to discuss their child’s 
progress with the teacher.   

Specific interviews with the class teacher 
can be arranged through the Principal. 

Student progress reports are issued twice 
yearly, June and December.  They are   
intended to indicate to the parents the  
progress being made by their child in the 
various subject areas and socially.   

 

READING  

ASSISTANCE  

PARENTS 

To assist in the daily hearing 
of reading in Foundation- Grade 3,  
parents are encouraged to volunteer 
for reading assistance from 9.00 - 9.30 
am on a day (or days) that personally 
suit you. 

 
 

 

NOTICES AND  

NEWSLETTERS 

These are usually given to the eldest child 
in each family attending school each 
Wednesday.  Please encourage your 
children to bring these notices home  
to you as they contain important  
information.  The newsletter is also  
uploaded each week onto the school  
website www.katungaps@vic.edu.au.   
Parents are also encouraged to add their 
email address to the school database so 
that they can receive a copy of the news-
letter via email each week. 

Spare copies are kept in the foyer of the 
office for those who: 
a)  have been away,   
b)  have lost a copy. 

The school Newsletter is for  
all members of the school  
community. 

 
 
 
 

PARENT’S CLUB 

The Parent’s Club meets at the School 
on a regular basis.   

Notice of meetings are included in the  
Newsletter and all parents are cordially  
invited to attend.  The co-operation and 
participation of parents in the working of 
school is vital in establishing a closer  
liaison between home and school, thus 
helping to improve the quality of education 
received by the children. 

 

 

PARKING 

There is plenty of on-street parking     
available on Carter Street, as well as a car 
park on the corner of Carter and McGrane 
Streets.   

Speed restrictions outside the school apply 
during school hours.  In the interests of 
student safety,  
vehicles may only be driven  
in the school grounds with  
permission after consulting staff at the 
general office. 
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UNIFORM 

 

School Council has determined that the  
wearing of school uniform is compulsory: 
Girls:   

• Polar Fleece jumper / polar fleece vest 

• Red polo shirt - short sleeve  

• Navy track suit pants 

• Navy gabardine / cargo pants 

• Navy shorts / skirt or blue & white check 
dress. 

Boys: 

• Polar Fleece jumper / polar fleece 
vest 

• Red polo shirt - short sleeve  

• Navy track suit pants 

• Navy gabardine / cargo pants 

• Navy shorts. 
N.B. 
(a)  With the exception of girls dresses 

 and skirts all items are available at   
 school at cost price. 

(b) blue or white skivvies may be worn 
  in winter. 

(c) preferred colour of socks - navy or 
     white 
(d) sensible shoes. 
(e) articles of clothing that children  
     may remove at school must be       
     clearly named. 
 
 
 
 

Child Safety 

 

Protecting children and young people from abuse is 
our responsibility. 
The Victorian Government is committed to the safety 
and wellbeing of all children and young people. As 
part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to 
implementing the recommendations of the Betrayal of 
Trust report, which found that more must be done to 
prevent and respond to child abuse in our community, 
there is a new regulatory landscape surrounding child 
safety, underpinned by the new Child Safe Standards. 
The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum 
standards for all Victorian early childhood services 
and schools, to ensure they are well prepared to protect 
children from abuse and neglect. To find out more, 
see: Child Safe Standards: Creating a safe environment 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 
9:00am Assembly (Monday 
only) 
9:00am -   11:00am Session 1 
11:00am - 11:30am Recess 
11:30am - 1:00pm Session 2 
1:00pm -   1:10pm Supervised Lunch 
1:10pm -   1:55pm Lunch 
1:55pm -   3:15pm Session 3 
 

 

 
 

SPORT 

The school has a varied 
sports program which 
includes swimming, up-
per school  inter-school  
winter sport  
involving football and 
netball, inter-school 
Athletic Sports Days and a PE program for 
all grades every week.   

These programs are designed for the active 
participation of all children. 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

The Strategic Plan is an agreement  
between the school and the Department  
of Education and Early Childhood  
Development.   

Each plan is for a three year period and 
outlines the goals and priorities of the 
school.  The goals and priorities are set  
after intensive consultation with the school 
community.   

 

 

SWIMMING 

An intensive swimming program is con-
ducted each year for children in grades 
Foundation - 6 and occurs on designated 
days. 
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/health/childprotection/Pages/safeenviro.aspx


  
2022 TERM DATES 

  

Term 1 Friday, 28th January – teachers return 

Commencement of Grade  F— 6 Students  
Monday 31st  January 

 

to Friday 8th  April 

Term 2 Tuesday, 26th April to Friday 24th June 

Term 3 Monday 11th July to Friday 16th  September 

Term 4 Monday 3rd   October to Friday 20th  December 

The staff are responsible for the care of your child between 8.45 a.m. - 3.45 p.m. 
 

SCHOOL HOURS:           9:00am to 3:15pm - for all grades. 
 
WET DAYS:              Children remain inside during recess and lunch times.  
  
EXTREME HEAT DAYS:       Children remain inside during recess and lunch times. 

2022 FOUNDATION INFORMATION 

 
TRANSITION DAYS FOR 2022 FOUNDATION STUDENTS 

TO BE ADVISED, DUE TO COVID19 9:00am – 11:00am 

Recess is 11am – 11:30am.   
Children are welcome to play 

in the playground or go 
home 

FOUNDATION START OF YEAR 2022 

DATE TO COMMENCE SCHOOL TIMES WHO STARTS SCHOOL? 
Monday,31st  January 9:00am – 3:15pm Foundation—Gr 6 

Wednesday 2nd February REST DAY FOR FOUNDATION CHILDREN 

Wednesday 19
h 

 February REST DAY FOR FOUNDATION CHILDREN 

Wednesday 16h  February REST DAY FOR FOUNDATION  CHILDREN 

Wednesday 23rd February REST DAY FOR FOUNDATION  CHILDREN 

From Friday, 25th February All Foundation children attend every day (including Wednesdays) 
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PLEASE NOTE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE CHECK WITH THE 
SCHOOL CLOSER TO THE TIME. 



WELCOME 

We welcome you and your child to our school community and hope that this first school experi-

ence will be fulfilling.  We will certainly do all we can to ensure this. 
  
Please check the booklet for information on such things as your child’s health and medicines, par-
ent involvement, safety, uniforms, etc. and for ideas which may be of benefit to help you through 
the transition from home to school. 
  
  
  

 To make the transition to school for you and your child easier please bring them to the room 

and say your “good-byes” and leave.  School adjustment is easier for the child and the teacher af-
ter parents leave.    It will not be long before you can train your child to say “good-bye”  to you at 
the gate or at your designated bus stop in the morning. Make sure your child knows if they are to 
go home on the bus or alternatively who will be picking them up and where.  A note or phone call 
to the school is always advisable. 
  

 

 

KATUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM 

  
Staff, parents and students are very proud of 
our school. There is a strong community feeling 
with all groups working together to provide the 
best possible start to learning at primary school 
for children. The staff provide programs where 
children are challenged, listened to, achieve 
success, develop social skills and are respected 
as individuals. The Foundation program at 
Katunga Primary School includes – 
  
- stimulating learning environment 
- light and open learning area 
- excellent teaching and learning resources 
- professional, dedicated staff sharing common 
goals and understandings 
- team planning of integrated units of work 
- computers ipads 
- parent participation in classrooms 
- buddy system and buddy bench 
programs in Art, Library, Physical Education, 
Auslan and Stem 
  

  
Foundation is a year where children are 
involved in activities that give them a 
strong foundation for future learning. 
Some activities Foundation students do at 
school are ; 
- oral counting 
- cutting, tearing, folding and pasting 
- copying shapes and patterns 
- role-playing 
- playing 
- listening activities 
- reading and discussing books 
- sorting and classifying objects 
- making lists 
- painting, colouring and drawing 
- sharing news in show and tell 
- learning songs and poems 
- writing 
- excursions and incursions 
- construction activities 
  
There are many more things children do at 
school, but this list gives you an idea of 
the learning experiences in which the chil-
dren are engaged at school. 
  



LUNCH TIME 

A child may bring a cut lunch or 
buy a lunch from the Katunga 
General Store. Lunch order 
forms are available from the school. 
 
Please keep lunches small, as children waste food 
when given too much lunch.  Wrap a ‘play lunch’ 
separately if required.  Be sure your child’s name 
is on the lunch box or bag.  A drink bottle for water 
is encouraged. The school has a filtered water 
cooler for students to refil their bottles 
 
Students are encouraged to bring healthy foods 
and minimal treats. Please make sure your child 
can open / close containers and  packaging. 

 

Literacy 
‘Children need foundations, the basics, the roots.  
But they need wings more, because wings en-
courage the children to soar, to think and to test 
what they might become!’  (Rich, S. 1985) 
At Katunga Primary School, we utilise the Writers-
Readers Workshop model. 

 
Children are exposed to a wide range of texts; 
fiction books, non fiction books, poems, songs, 
rhymes, fables, fairy tales. They are encouraged 
to experiment with writing and are given many 
opportunities to become confident speakers and 
attentive listeners. 

Home Reading provides children with 
the opportunity to choose text to read at home 
with the family. This is a wonderful and re-
warding time for all! It develops a love of litera-
ture, stimulates an interest in print and helps 
children see reading as a leisure time activity. 
Read with and to your child and follow up with 
a discussion. When your child is ready to read 
to you – it is an exciting time for everyone! 
 
Spend some time with your child to browse 
through the text, discuss the pictures, difficult 
words and characters, to give your child an 
idea of what it is about before you share the 
reading experience.  

THE EARLY YEARS 
LITERACY  PROGRAM 

Parental Involvement is wel-
comed and encouraged in the classroom 
and we aim to develop a shared under-
standing of children’s literacy learning.  

School Entry Assessment  
During Term 1, all Prep children are as-
sessed using a thorough assessment 
procedure provided by the Department of 
Education. This covers literacy and nu-
meracy development and informs teach-
ers when planning programs. 
 

Parent Sessions 
During February the Foundation  
Students do not attend school on 
Wednesdays. Parents can make and will 
be encouraged to book sessions with the 
Foundation Teacher to go through home-
work, home reading and smart spelling 
procedures. 

THE EARLY YEARS NUMERACY 
PROGRAM 

Numeracy  
The Early Years Numeracy 
Program is a resource for 
schools to use when planning 
and implementing a strategic 
and comprehensive approach to early years 
mathematics teaching and learning for all stu-
dents in the first five years of schooling.   
 
Students are provided with maths learning 
experiences that are challenging, exciting 
and enjoyable, as well as useful in achieving 
a range of purposes and solving a range of 
common daily problems.   Children are en-
couraged to work with their class teacher at 
their own rate of mathematical growth.  
 

Individual Differences 
Structures within the class in Level 1 and 2 
cater for individual differences through the 
provision of open – ended learning activities 
and tasks.  A wide range of equipment is al-
ways available at all age levels. All mathe-
matical concepts are progressively devel-
oped within the context of meaningful learn-
ing situations.  Mathematics learning at all 
levels encompasses cooperative learning 
and child centred problem-solving activities, 
as well as the use of modern technology 
such as computers and calculators in all lev-



Teachers use formal and informal assess-
ment methods; monitoring the children’s pro-
gress guided by the Victorian Curriculum F-
10. 
 

Today’s Mathematics Class-
rooms 
In today’s mathematics classrooms: 
- Teachers have high expectations that chil-

dren will learn mathematics. 
- Teachers focus on each child’s mathemat-

ics learning needs. 
- Children work as a whole class, in small 

groups and individually. 
- Mathematics concepts and strategies are 

explained using materials and everyday 
language. 

- Children are actively involved in using 
mathematics to solve real problems. 

- Children share their learning and are given 
feedback and encouragement by the 
teacher and other children. 

QUEST LEARNING 

The Quest Learning program at Katunga 
Primary includes the key learning areas of 
the Environment, Science, Technology and 
Health with aspects of the Arts.  These 
subject areas are all covered within the 
classroom in addition to English and 
Maths.  All classroom programs are set out 
in comprehensive and dynamic units of 
work, which are completed each term at 
every level.  These units are strategically 
planned across the school through our in-
tegrated curriculum document. We ensure 
there is no duplication from year to year 
and that resources are shared between 
levels.  
The Quest Learning program is an area 
where a lot of enthusiasm and interest is 
generated with the children.  Incursions, 
excursions and camps are generally 
aligned with the integrated studies units.   

BEGINNING FOUNDATION 

Some ideas to be encouraged to 
be ready for school.   
 
 Does your child: - 

- Know his/her name and address well enough 
to repeat them when necessary? 

- Recognise his/her name in small print? 
- Always have a handkerchief and know how 

to use it correctly? 
- Know that hands should be washed before 

meals and after visiting the toilet? 
- Know how to flush the toilet without assis-

tance? 
- Know how to take off and put on outer cloth-

ing without help? 
- Know how to tie shoelaces? 
- Know how to put away play things and mate-
rials after use? 
 
Bedtime 
Prep children should be 
in bed no later than 
7:30 p.m. If children are 
tired they cannot con-
centrate on tasks. 

Mothers!  Fathers!   
What you can do to help 

- Talk to your child about school, meeting 
new friends, playing games, singing and 
making things etc. 

- Give your child simple duties around the 
home.  This will help to foster confidence 
in the performance of small tasks. 

- Allow your child to stay with relatives or 
friends for short periods so that he/she 
will accept the fact that it is not always 
possible to be with parents. 

- Encourage your child by admiring work 
when it is brought home.   

- Give school work a place of honour for a 
few days at least. 

- Select suitable stories, picture books, and 
radio and television programs for your 
child. 

- Give your child a trial run to school one 
morning, packed up, etc. 

- Provide a lunch box for your child and en-
courage him/her to sit down and eat the 
contents (make sure he/she can shut this 
independently). 



PARENT / TEACHER CONTACT 

If you feel concerned about any matter 
relating to your child, you are urged to 
contact the relevant staff member/s.  
Problems are best tackled promptly 
through the co-operative effort of teacher 
and parent.  The school is anxious to 
know of any factors relating to your child's 
background, which may affect behaviour 
and/or learning. 
 
Parent/Teacher discussions are arranged 
twice a year, usually in 
the last week of Term 1 and  
Term 3.  These meetings are invaluable to 
teachers to gain an insight into each child.  

Discussions may also be instigated by 
either parent or teacher should the need 
arise.  Two reports will be written per an-
num. Please be considerate of your 
child's teacher and refrain from attempting 
to discuss your child at a time that is obvi-
ously inconvenient and prevents the 
teacher from taking full care of all the pu-
pils.  It is best to arrange an appointment 
at a mutually convenient time. 
 
In addition, parents and teachers are en-
couraged to communicate frequently 
through telephone calls, notes and informal 
situations.  

SAFETY –  

DOES YOUR CHILD?  

Does your Child? 
 
- Know the safest and most direct way to 

and from school? 
 

- Know to stop and look both ways before 
crossing streets? 

- Know to stay on the footpath? 

- Know how to display a courteous atti-
tude for those in charge of his/her safety, 
including teachers, parents, school 
crossing supervisors, bus drivers, senior 
children, etc? 
- Know that they NEVER run from behind 
parked cars?  

- Know that they NEVER accept rides from 
strangers? 

 

- Know that, if there is a 
marked school crossing, 
they should use it? 

 
WARN YOUR CHILD against loitering on 
the way home, visiting friends without per-
mission or going anywhere with strangers. 

 
REMEMBER your good example is the 
best way to train your child in the correct 
road safety habits. 

SCHOOL ENTRY  
IMMUNISATION  

What is a school Entry Immunisation 
Status Certificate? 

It is a current record of your child’s 
immunisations 

It is a legal requirement to provide 
a school entry immunisation status certifi-
cate on enrolment to any primary school 
in Victoria. 

It will assist health authorities in 
protecting children in the event of a vac-
cine preventable disease occurrence in 
school.  An unvaccinated child may be 
excluded from school for a period of time. 

 School entry immunisation status 
certificates can be obtained from: 
 The Australian Childhood Immunisation 

Register (ACIR) Telephone 1800 653 
809 
Email acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au 

Medicare Australia Office 
Online www.medicareaustralia.gov.au 

Your GP 
Your local council immunisation service 

mailto:acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au
http://www.medicareaustralia.gov.au


What is a school Entry Immunisation 
Status Certificate? 
 

You will automatically receive a 
history statement from the ACIR after 
your child has completed the  
4-year-old vaccine.  This history state-
ment is used as the school entry immun-
isation status certificate. 

If your child has completed all im-
munisations but you have not received a 
history statement call ACIR on 1800 653 
809 to find out why. 

If for some reason your child’s im-
munisation records are incomplete or 
missing contact ACIR, your GP or local 
council immunisation service. 

If your child has never been vac-
cinated or was overseas, then contact 
your GP or local council immunisation ser-
vice who will be able to assist you in ob-
taining a school entry immunisation status 
certificate. 
 
 
Who Do I Give the School Entry Im-
munisation Status Certificate To? 
 

Once you have obtained your 
school entry immunisation status certifi-
cate you will need to present it to the 
school office at Katunga Primary School 
on enrolment. 
 

If you have lost the school entry im-
munisation status certificate issued by the 
ACIR ring 1800 653 809 to obtain another 
copy.  Alternatively contact your GP or 
your local council immunisation service. 

It is important that the ACIR has 
your current address details to make sure 
you receive your school entry immunisa-
tion status certificate. 

If you are moving, or have recently 
moved, contact ACIR on 1800 653 809 or 
email acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au to 
update your contact details. 
 
 
 
A child is deemed to be immunised when he/
she has received all of the following vaccina-
tions (see over)  

mailto:acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au


 

*N.B. Pertussis (whooping cough) vaccine is usually administered with diphtheria and teta-
nus in the form of triple antigen (DTP).  This vaccine can only be given when the child is 
under 2 years of age so it is not part of the immunisation schedule. 

SOME ADVICE TO PARENTS ABOUT THE FIRST FEW WEEKS  

  

Some children do get very tired and 
irritable.  (They usually behave well 
at school all day!)  Some need extra 
affection and understanding from 
parents at this time.  Some eat very 
little during the day.  Some refuse to 
discuss the school day happenings 
– don’t keep asking, they will tell you 
things later on.  These things usual-
ly resolve themselves after a week 
or two, when the children have de-
veloped a secure relationship with 
their teacher and have made friend-
ships within the grade. 

  

  
Praise your child’s efforts and look 
at his/her work regularly, but do not 
expect too much too soon.  Your 
child will, for example, begin formal 
work when the teacher considers 
your child is ready. 
  
The teaching staff will do all they 
can to make your child’s first year at 
school, and subsequent years, hap-
py, so let us know how we can help.  
If you have any problems concern-
ing your child, please come and 
have a chat about it. 

Recommended Age Disease Vaccine 

2 months Diphtheria-tetanus poliomye-
litis, whooping cough 

triple antigen 'DTP'      Sa-
bin vaccine 'OPV' 

4 months diphtheria-tetanus poliomye- triple antigen 'DTP'      Sa-

6 months Diphtheria-tetanus poliomye- triple antigen 'DTP'      Sa-

Between measles-mumps, rubella, 
whooping cough 

measles-mumps-rubella 

18 - 24 months Diphtheria-tetanus, rubella triple antigen 'DTP' 

4 years Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertus-   
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